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Best friends make a
chilling discovery: Their
daughters may have
had the same Killer

ildred White and Jerri John-
son had been best friends for
% & years, Living just a few miles
from eachotherin Los Angeles, they
both toved bowling and shared a pas-
sinn for clothing and shopping. "W
alwayvs had o sister-sister relation-
ship,” says Johnson, “We had that
closeness” Then aseemingly singular
tragedy 17 years ago--White's daugh.
ter Anstette Ernest, 26, was vaped and
strangled to death near hier 1A neigh-
horhood--drew the two woinen more
tightly together, Fhe unsolved murder
was a shattering event, But six veurs
Liter the unimaginahle happened:
Johnson’s danghter Andrea Tripplett,
29, was Killed in the same way, alsoin
LA saddeniy the bond between the
rmnthers grew deeperstill, " Millie was
there with me,” says Johnson, 64, ;

DNA AﬂaEYSiS retived nceomdant, “H casicr (o be

with somebody who knows what

EJ‘ E{ . E t . vou're going through.”

EEE & ﬂiﬁﬁ e - ]ivcrsinc;.thvrc Ili;(l been nothing
. X ¢
to 12 Slayings

to connect the erimes exeept the

shared sriel of the two old friends.
ut on (et 23, police in Los Angeles
women, theic bodics ' H
found rently e . nancde the :-lunn!luh ATINCeC l]'ll(,]]l
mith 1A, saath. The i that they had evidence that White's
seeiedieeving finte ‘ and Johnson’s daughters had been
irseate privon for rape. | 2 ) '
st 81w e oo | o murdered by the smne man. The sus-
CHALAWIA) G i H 3 . e .
ghdi L pect, Chester Dewavne Turner, 38,
was also implicated in the kilting of 10
H otiter yeomen, making him one of the
AAPEET Chtr 1 Tarees Ao most profitic sevial killers in the city's
- history. When Johnson wmud White had
their tirst conversation sharing the

The siesimy avrealt
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Feb, 3, 1998
630 W, 6th SL.

Aprit 2, 1993
7812 S0, Fygueioa St,

REGINANYASHINGTON
Sepl. 23, 1989
B858 So. Figueroa S1.

Dec. 16, 1992
2714 So_Figueroa SL

Nov. 16, 1992
419 W. 98 St

ANTA FISHIMAN
Jun, 20, 1989
8514 So. figuerga St

news ol White, aformer pastal work-
cr o could Blurt out was o dishelicving,
“The sume puy™
Shepard, who helped erack the case
"I bizaree, The two victims running
nte Chester—youwould prohabiy have
abetter chonee of iometeor hitting Vol
vy the head,”

Untitrecently, podice bad noinkline
that they might be deating with a seri-
#f kitler. Almost al) of Turners 12
alleged vietims were murdered along o
30-block streteh of Figueroa St., but
overaperfod ot 1 vears, hetween 1087

and 1998, What's maore. that section of

Figueronis wgritty sirip rife with Preos-
ttntes and dracadducts, where viodent
eritie has long been endemi,
Whites daughter Annette, a mother
ol two voung children, was out visit-
ing fricnds on tie evening of Oet, 29,
P87, when shewas attacked and ke,
TShe was eversbhody's friend.” NS
her nadher -
straneer,”

Anoetle never et a

OLall White s 1Tunde, Johg-
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son seemed totake Annettes death the
bardest, "Fowies Hke a plece of e was
pone too” suvs Johnson, -
fweel person,”

White, whose hushamd had died in
1082 took an the task of ruising her
daughter’s two childrei, svith John-
sos moral support. ™

She wius o

We ubways would
einbrace cach other with e kind of glad-
ness” suvs White, But six vears later
itwas Johnson who found hersell in
need of support. Her daughter Andrea,
frve months prepnant and the mother
ol two, was runnine an ervand o1 the
evening of April 1, 1us. and carly the
next morning her bodv wis found.,
nripoed and strasphed, beliind & vacant
building, When Johison was 1old
the news at work, she coltapsed, ©1
scrvamed so foud that the whode build-
I came o see whal was wrong,” she
suve T was goite te diive home, but
when | lrm! tawalk ot ef myv eebude
b the MU finted

In hulia voaeF Pulice said they had ne

L0S ANGELES """

April 6, 1998
500 Se. Gladys Ave.

T

Kay 16, 1993

Feb. 12, 1695
532 W. BOth St

AR TR
Nov, 6, 1996
9611 S6. Broadway

DIANE JORRSOK
March 9, 1987
10217 Sa. Grand Ave,

Cauthoritios
did manage to arrest a aniter named
David Jones in the Rilting of Uhree othe
er women whose bodies bad been
Tound strangled in the Fipueroo ares.
The evidence against Jones wis G v

Aues But i that sume year

st Bady Muids vecovered tra tHie
vichims sugrested o killer with o ai
terent biood type, Butdones. i cop-
victed rapist with the mental Capety
of 2 5-year-old, confessed. “He Lalked
himsclfinte i savs Detective shepard,
“He gave up o lot of information, e
mude some admissions ahout Enow, -
inge the victims and chokine then ™
Ultimately Jones was convicted aad
seatenced to e for the murders,

At the time, Johnson wnd White hid
nu reason to believe that Jones had
plived s role in the murder of either
af their davtphlers, And bath were by
with the difficalt yoh of (ST ES T TIPS
srandehildreen. “We had to becon
moriers all over agai,” savs dohnsan,
“Butwe hid issues that most mother s
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don't, bevause these Kids had a scara
deep wornd that will never heal”
Whilesgrees "V didnt hine much time
{orbe brooding and this amd that over it
even thougltit hurt my heart so badly,”
she says, " had to o to work and take
care of these children.”

Moeanwhile. the police were hard ot
work axwell Tn 2008 the TAPD formed
the Cold Cise Hompesde b nit to reex-
amine some of the YOO8 unsolved mir-
ders dating back to Juo0 manty using
the latest DNAtechniques. Two o the
original officers assiyned to the unit
were Petective Shepard iand his part-
ner, et Jose Ranurer, For three veans
Shepard had been thimbmgabout cne
al his eae s unsobved vises, that ol Paata
Vinee, whorhad been rownd murdered
i 109N in downtown Los Anpeles
When heand Ramdrez submitted DNA
samples tor testing from Vanee and
ancthicr 1990 mirden vieting the resules
Troms both puinted bo Chester Turmner,
atororer przza detivery muan. Turner,
whohid s history eFonbv ety evimies,
had beenvenvicrad in Septembier 2008
of rape. which tinally put hi< profile
e DNA dutabuse, The oflicers resl-
tzed] that they might have more than
Just isolited killings on their hands
“Ihe adrendine starts Nowing.” savs
Ramirez “Now vou have this one guy
Yinked to two murders where The vie
tims were strangled Ut occurred o
ditferent $ime periods™ .

Given the faetihat Turner had onee
Wved and worked in the Fipacron ares,
the detectives decnded to coneentrate
theirinvestipation there, As fikely pos-
sihitities started to pop up, the INA
evidence wis dug out of storage and
sentalongtothe labarators to be com-
parcd with Turner's profile, " Wod el
our lah and say Would vou take a ook
at this? " recalls Shepard. " month or
so duterwe'd el an pnswer: Yealn, it's
Bt T all over die past two years
they hove managed to link Tarner o012
Bilfines o tar he us bees chagged in
o the casexd, Amony the vietimes
were Abpetle Lrpest and Amdrea
Tripplett. The svestivators stilb dom't
have a lix on how Turner allepediy

O pdss () Bk il D 2 2

cvhese his prevoawho rapged nace trom
earhy TOs Lo Loe A0 Savs Bamibe:
CPhovaric st oiins chopaner b
SV T he dels coves viste d i aodkang
G20 st s poker Varner
Proaser atad came wway e peedhod as
theswere boefore over hids motives. ™Y
dontrm aeross these people every doy”
suvs Shepard “Wedon'tEnow what sets
termy ol v may tever ke ”

hathe process the detectives unooae
ered evidenve thatappesred 1o linger
Turiwr for the crimes for windh Jones
had heen vanvieted, T March, fones
wits Feleased tross prison sfter serve
ing Vvears, THe doesn ™ eve nounder-
stand why be's ot in prisen,” suys his
altorney Uivt Gordoa, " Were talking
about wdim S-vear-odd” Meanwhile,
the pilice, whowere in the proacess of
notitving the tamilies of the desd
women o ey s iisen e abonn
e vontteotiah between Wiinte wud
dobisor fideed the tink vt to the
Premathers"attention almeost by acor

dent O Ot 22 dohnson eot ooeall

she had never thought she would
revene The cops had lound the nnm
AT

o ndnen Chwaseostath 7
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“Fthouss b hey wen

viddo o press confers iee Becatise the v
bad sofved e ey ear obd mordes. Ser
abhiller mever come tomy mind.”

The nextday Joiinsons hrother-in-
faw saw ra the newspaper dun Turaer
wits sccused of Kithing sdew ol wonon,
e strbed readime oftf the menoes, When
she heard b say “Annette] she o
remembering Ung was White's davgh-
tess pame She immediately phond
White, whom pehice fud notvet vos-
Lictal Johnsonsaid toher, "Sitdows,
Mialwe” Inthe daevs adterward the tw
friends spent hours gomg over the
whi il wnd the what-could-hin -
Bue i TR o strenetheped bt
W bare v Boelieson, TWealpemdy
Paned thes boned, baecinasie we Tad the siome
soir ot heart

By Bill Howitl. Oliver Jones ang Lyaden
Stambler s tor Angeles




On January 26, 1987 Chester Dewayne Turner was arrested for assault with a firearm. There was not enough evidence to convict
him and he was set free. His DNA was not taken. He was arrested a fotal of 21 times before he was convicted of a charge that
resulted in DNA being taken. In 2002 he was convicted of rape, and his DNA was taken. It matched the DNA evidence found on
twelve rape and murder victims. The first was murdered in March of 1987, less than two months after his January 26, 1987 arrest,

Had Chester Turners DNA been taken when he was arrested on January 26, 1987, it is probable that eleven of his victims would
still be alive.

Murders linked by DNA to Chester Dewayne Turner:

Diane Johnson — March 9, 1987
Annette Ernest — October 29, 1987
Anita Fishman — January 20, 1939
Regina Washington — September 23, 1989
Debra Williams — November 16, 1992
Mary Edwards — December 16, 1992
Andrea Triplett — April 2,1993

"Desarae Jones — May 16, 1993
Natalie Price — February 12, 1995

10 Mildred Beasley — November 6, 1996

11. Paula Vance — February 3, 1998

12. Brenda Bries — April 6, 1998

CENOABON

These are not merely names. They are daughters. Some are mothers. All were loved. Eleven families would have been spared
the pain of having a loved one raped and murdered.

To make matters worse, a man named David Jones was wrongfully convicted of three of these murders and served eleven years
in prison for crimes he did not commit. He has since been released.

Arrest record of Chester Dewayne Turner:

. 1985 LAPD Charge: Force- Great Bodily Injury Likely- Victim unavailable- charges dismissed
. 1986 LAPD Charge: Force- Great Bodily Injury Likely- Victim unavailable-charges dismissed
. 1986 LAPD Charge: Force- Great Bodily Harm Likely- Dismissed
. 1987 inglewood PD Charge: Force- Great Bodily Harm Likely- Dismissed
. 1987 LAPD Charge:Assault with Firearm on Person- Dismissed
. 1988 LAPD Charge: Obstruct/Resist Officer-Dismissed
. 1991 LAPD Charge: Force-Great Bodily Injury Likely -Pleas to lesser charge of Battery 20 days in jail
. 1991 LAPD Charge: Probation Revocation 10 days jail
. 1992 LAPD Charge: Probation Revocation- Probation reinstated
10. 1995 Probation modified- Unk. further
11. 1991 LAPD Charge: Receiving known stolen property 36 mo probation- 50 days jail
12. 1995 Probation revoked- 16 months prison
13. 1991 Disorderly conduct, Solicit lewd act- 60 days jall -36 mo probation
14. 1992 LAPD Charge: Indecent exposure, Disorderly Conduct, Solicit Lewd Act, Resist Public Officer- Probation 15. 1994 Salt
Lake City PD Charge: Burglary, Assault, Resisting, Interfering- Decline to prosecute.
16. 1995 LAPD Disorderly Conduct, Solicit Lewd Act, Vehicle Theft, Inflict Injury on spouse - AH dismissed except Vehicle Theft17.
1896 LAPD Charge:Transport, sell narcotics
18. 1996 Compton PD Charge: Possess Narcotics- 36 mo probation
19. 1997 Probation Revoked - 16 mo prison
20. 1997 Compton PD Charge: Obstruct/Resist Executive Officer, Firefighter Great Bodlly Harm, Crueity to animals- Prison21.
1997 Probation Revocation Posess Narcotic in prison, resist executive officer
22. 2000 LAPD Jail- charge: Rape Dismissed by prosecutor for revocation of parole
23. 2002 LA Central- 7 counts rape- 8 years prison
24, 2002 Delano Corrections Charge: Rape, Sexual Penetration W/Force
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States that have enacted
laws to require DNA for

certain felony arrests.

All 50 states participate in CODIS, the national DNA. So far,
28 States have expanded their ability to solve and prevent
crimes by including DNA collected from felony arrests.

The Katie Sepich Enhanced DNA Collection Act is a federal _ f n /f;% '
law that incentives States to collect DNA from felony arrestees. ‘ ffmﬁféﬁ Ul
‘The Act authorizes grants to States through 2015 to support
implementation costs of arrestee DNA laws.

Like a fingerprint, forensic
DNA profiles contain only
what is necessary to identify
an individual,

The US Supreme Court has ruled that requiring a forensic DNA
sample upon felony arrest does not violate rights guaranteed by
the 4th Amendment of the US Constitution. Specifically, the
court stated that requiring a DNA sample from an individu-

al arrested for a felony is a reasonable and legitimate police
booking procedure, similar to fingerprinting or photographing.

+ A forensic DNA profile does not reveal genetic traits or private
information

o1 s Statutory and regulatory protections exist, and can be
AL strengthened, to ensure samples are not misued or otherwise

AN A
tested for other purposes

DNA fingerprinting serves “a well-established, legitimate gov-
ernment interest: the need of law enforcement officers in a safe
and accurate way to process and identify persons and posses-
sions taken into custody”

Maryland v. King, 569 U.S. (2013) To learn more, go to DNAsaves.org
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